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BOOK REVIEWS 517 

On Jurisprudence and the Conflict of Laws. By Frederic 
Harrison. With Annotations by A. H. Lefroy. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 1919. pp. 179. 

The five lectures reprinted in this volume were prepared by the 
author as Professor to the Inns of Court and originally published in 
the Fortnightly Review in 1878 and 1879. They have now been re- 
vised by the author and annotated by Professor Lefroy of the Uni- 
versity of. Toronto. The immediate occasion of their publication in 
book form seems to have been chiefly a desire on the part of the editor 
to have them accessible for use by his students. The essays have, 
however, a permanent value for all scientific students of the law, and 
the thanks of the profession are due to Professor Lefroy for bringing 
about their reprinting in an accessible form. 

The first three of the lectures deal respectively with "Austin and 
Maine on Sovereignty," "Austin's Analysis of Law" and "The His- 
torical Method." Professor Lefroy has sought to bring these discus- 
sions down to date by annotations containing extracts from the 
works upon Jurisprudence published since the essays were written. 
The remaining two lectures deal with the "Conflict of Laws" and are 
not annotated. It is interesting to note that the author's suggestion 
that the body of law commonly known as Private International Law 
or the Conflict of Laws might more aptly be called "Intermunicipal 
Law" has apparently not met with favor, although on its merits it 
has much to commend it. More important is the author's sane view 
of the logical and legal bases of the rules of the Conflict of Laws. 
Much good would be accomplished if all lawyers and judges who have 
to deal with problems in this field were compelled to familiarize 
themselves with Mr. Harrison's sensible views as here set forth. 

Walter Wheeler Cook 

The Problem of Administrative Areas. By Harold J. Laski. 
Smith College Studies in History, Yol. IV, No. 1. Northampton, 
Mass. : Department of History of Smith College. 1918. pp. 64. 

This pamphlet by Mr. Laski is an attempt to analyze the problems 
consequent upon a refusal to accept the orthodox monistic theory of 
state sovereignty, — a position taken by the author in an earlier vol- 
ume, The Problem of Sovereignty. These consequences are sum- 
marized as the necessity for administrative decentralization, and the 
distribution of the exercise of sovereignty to units based on indus- 
trial or functional rather than geographical lines. This, it is urged, 
would give many groups of citizens a wider and more immediate con- 
trol over those conditions which are peculiarly important to them. 
As illustrations of such units Mr. Laski draws from English sources, 
particularly trade unions and industrial councils of the order pro- 
posed by the Whitley Beports. The existence of legal problems in 
the conflict between such functional units as corporations, partner- 
ships, stock exchanges, employers' associations, trade unions, 
churches, guilds, and organized interests and movements, such as 



